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Welcome and Grounding

WHATS HAPPENING?

“LFPA funding has allowed us to scale up
production and connect with a variety of new

markets and organizations. All of this helps
make our local food systems more robust.”
- An Arizona Farmer and LFPA participant

Program Impacts

What next? Program Transition

LFPA Background

Q & A and closing poll



LOCAL 
FOOD 
PURCHASE
ASSISTANCE

A 3-year “Farm to Food Assistance”
program of USDA-AMS.
Improve food system resiliency. 

Serves feeding programs such as food
banks, schools, nonprofit and community-
based organizations serving rural, remote,
and underserved individuals.

Expand economic impact for local food
producers; prioritizing socially disadvantaged
groups.

OVERVIEW



PARTICIPATION &
DISTRIBUTION
PROGRAM YEAR 2

247 PRODUCERS

$4,770,768.61 
FOOD PURCHASED

73 CITIES; 
14/15 COUNTIES



PARTICIPATION &
DISTRIBUTION
PROGRAM YEAR 2

142 DISTRIBUTION ORGS

48 CITIES; 

13/15 COUNTIES

110 FOOD PRODUCTS; 

233 PRODUCE VARIETIES
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PROGRAM IMPACT

Reliable Market
Opportunity

Supports Local Food
Access

Ability to Scale Up
Operations



“PLAZ is filling a niche. PLAZ is giving 2nd and 3rd year
farms the opportunity to learn and grow while serving

very under-supported regions and communities.”

HomegrownIm
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“LFPA has allowed us to consistently deliver
nourishing produce to individuals who are impacted
by the harms of substance use in rural areas —
neighbors who might otherwise face severe food
scarcity. 
The produce grown by the hands of our local
farmers is making its way onto the plates of those
most in need of life-affirming access to healthy food,
housing, and medical care...” 

PROGRAM IMPACT



PROGRAM IMPACT

“I’ve been able to make meaningful connections within the
agricultural community, including with local partners, which
have been incredibly helpful along the way... I’m proud of
the positive impact this experience has had on my farm
and the community.” - FOF Grower Feedback Survey

LFPA in
AZ

“The program has provided a reliable market for
our produce, ensuring consistent sales and income
for our network of farmers. With their support,
we’ve been able to scale up our aggregation
efforts, improving distribution efficiency and
reducing waste.”  - FOF Grower Feedback Survey



LFPA: TIMELINE

1 Dec. 6  2021: USDA -AMS releases
Request for Proposals from States.

th

5 Oct. 2024: USDA announces another
round of 3 yr LFPA funding.

2 2022: AZ partners conduct focus
groups and prepare proposal.

4 Apr. 2023: funding becomes
accessible.

3 Oct. 2022: Award notice
received.

Feb. 2025: USDA terminates “LFPA 25”6
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LOOKING AHEAD:
TRANSITIONS

March 2026: Marks the end of LFPA
funding.

Share your story! 

Exploring alternatives to sustain
support for local food purchasing.

Annual Impact Report: Year 2.

Tracking national policies.
SLFS / LFFC



Join our email list to stay up-to-date!

PURCHASE LOCAL AZ
LOOKING AHEAD

Fall 2025 Call for proposals
Final application period opening
soon.

Proposal templates coming soon on PLAZ
Website. purchaselocalaz.org

Consider crop plan/scheduling.

Think about distribution partner(s) &
partnership. 

Consider needs, complementarity, and logistics.

“Net 30" reimbursement model. 

$30,000 max project budget.

Six (6) month time frame. Must complete project
and submit final invoices by February 15  2026.thOn track to complete spend down in

full and on time. 

How to apply.

109 projects funded in 2.5 years. 42
currently active.



FRIENDS OF THE FARM

LF

PA
 in AZ

LOOKING AHEAD

LFPA Term
Still time to apply!
Short term - 3-6 month contracts

September 1st to February 28th
Spot Purchasing

State Contract Term Reviews have
concluded 

March 1  - June 30thst

Farmer Development Virtual Series - 
Apply to be a Guest Speaker!

Launch: Fall 2025
First sessions in October &
November

Speaker Stipend: $200 per session
Deadline August 15th

Stay tuned for further updates!



QUESTIONS
What’s on your mind?

LF
PA

= 
FO

TF + PLAZ  + FM
NP

Closing Poll time!

Three Q’s
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Local Food
Purchasing

Program Manager

Pinnacle
Prevention

parkerfiler@pinnacle
prevention.org

Friends of the Farm 
Program Manager

Arizona Food Bank
Network

erica@azfoodbanks.org



LET'S CONTINUE
SUPPORTING
OUR FARMERS!

LFPAin Ariz
on

a

Thank you for being here!




